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HOW TO OPPOSE THE RECLAMATION OF ‘WASTE LAND"?

Structure

« My approach: policy-making, bottom-up influence of conservationist organisations

« Context 1: economic crisis and mass unemployment in the 1930s
« Job creation and public works programmes
« Reclamation of waste land

« Context 2: definitions of nature
« Natural beauty
« Scientific interests

« Strategies of conservationist organisations
« Informal contacts, back chamber deals, scientific expertise and advice

« Conclusion
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HOW TO OPPOSE THE RECLAMATION OF ‘WASTE LAND"™

Formal legislation

Political actors:
Parliament

Civil service

Nature conservation organisations

Scientific expertise

Nature, landscape
Wild flora and fauna
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HOW TO OPPOSE THE RECLAMATION
OF "WASTE LAND"

W|£ HELPT .-
riu AANWERK " , mu'

ONVERSCHIllI(.VAT

Ix BEN BEKEND MET BANKET.

: - ) ) . T ket 1 o
B LN T e - S0 BAKKEN, EN BEN CEN BESCHAAFDR
B A e § e i ; ‘ ' €N LOLD VERKOPEA. _EILA
" 1 A , Y .||“l o 1} : p . :
| A ': : , « A ) ll‘:-' d ! - ‘T -~ Yo
i A Y 4 , 2 - - 5 N : g
\I. » I h < -
A Y &% v o
'IA | -

Context 1:

Mass unemployment in the 1930s
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HOW TO OPPOSE THE RECLAMATION
OF "WASTE LAND"™

Public works programmes

Radboud Universiteit

S

£ N
MiNe<



HOW TO OPPOSE THE RECLAMATION OF ‘WASTE LAND"?

Job creation: subsidised labour for nature conservation purposes
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HOW TO OPPOSE THE RECLAMATION OF ‘WASTE LAND"?

Reclamation of ‘waste lands’

Radboud Universiteit %"
;P%ma‘“e



HOW TO OPPOSE THE RECLAMATION OF “WASTE LAND"?

Waste land surface in the Netherlands

1900

600,000 ha

1918

500,000 ha

1930

380,000 ha

1940

225,000 ha
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HOW TO OPPOSE THE RECLAMATION OF “WASTE LAND"?

Context 2: Definitions of nature

« Natural beauty
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« Open-air recreation
« Natuurschoonwet (‘Natural beauty act’) 1928

« Definition: forests and woodlands
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HOW TO OPPOSE THE RECLAMATION OF ‘WASTE LAND"?

Strategies of nature conservation organisations
« Land purchases

« Public appeals to political actors

« Scientific expertise

« Informal deals
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Formal legislation

Political actors:
Parliament

Civil service

Nature conservation organisations

Scientific expertise

Nature, landscape
Wild flora and fauna
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HOW TO OPPOSE THE RECLAMATION OF ‘WASTE LAND"?

Department of Department of

Agriculture and Education, Arts and
Fisheries Sciences

- State Forestry Service - Interested in natural areas due to
- Responsible for game and ‘scientific interests’
fishery laws, forestry act, bird - First point of contact for nature
protection legislation, conservation organisations and
Natuurschoonwet, etc. scientific societies
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HOW TO OPPOSE THE RECLAMATION OF ‘WASTE LAND"?

Strategies of nature conservation organisations
« Scientific expertise
* Informal deals

« Commissie van advies inzake de natuurmonumenten van het Staatsboschbeheer
(Advisory committee for the natural monuments of the State Forestry Service; Commissie Weevers)
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HOW TO OPPOSE THE RECLAMATION
OF "WASTE LAND"

« Commissie van advies inzake de
natuurmonumenten van het
Staatsboschbeheer (Advisory
committee for the natural
monuments of the State Forestry
Service; Commissie Weevers)
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Formal legislation

Civil service Political actors:
Parliament

Nature conservation organisations

Scientific expertise

Nature, landscape
Wild flora and fauna
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HOW TO OPPOSE THE RECLAMATION OF “WASTE LAND"?

» Policy-making
« Governance

« Comparative research on the political history of nature conservation
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HOW TO OPPOSE THE RECLAMATION OF ‘WASTE LAND"™

Thanks for your attention!

Note: today’s lecturer is open for postdoc job opportunities in the field of environmental history
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